Biography

Christoph Kapeller, AlA, was a founding partner of the Norwegian firm, after being awarded the
First Prize in the international competition for the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, the new library of
Alexandria, Egypt in 1989. During the course of the project, Christoph spent 8 years in Egypt
overseeing the design and construction of this world renowned $ 200 million project.

Since his relocation to Los Angeles, his firm has won numerous prizes and awards in
international design competitions. Among others, the Aga Khan Award for architecture in 2004,
finalist at the Aomori Northern Housing Complex Competition in 2002, Honorable Mention in the
Malama Learning Center competition, Hawaii in 2004 and the Urban Habitats competition in
Charlottesville in 2005.

Christoph received his Dipl. Ing. of Architecture in Graz, Austria and his Master of Architecture at
the University of Southern California in 1986. In addition to his professional practice, Christoph
Kapeller has lectured, written and published a number of critical articles, and is currently a
member of the design faculty at the University of Southern California (USC) School of
Architecture.
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CK-Architecture, lead by Christoph Kapeller, AlA, is an internationally celebrated design practice
based in Los Angeles dedicated to improving the quality of life through socially responsible,
inspirational and technologically advanced design interventions. In little over twenty years
principal Christoph Kapeller, AIA has developed design and building expertise in places as
diverse as Norway, Europe, Egypt and the United States. The work of firm principal Christoph
Kapeller, AlA, has been widely recognized for its iconic power and capacity to provide profound
spatial experiences. In the words of architecture critic Richard Ingersoll, the new library in
Alexandria, Egypt, designed and implemented by Christoph Kapeller (in his capacity as founding
partner of Snghetta and project director for the Bibliotheca Alexandrina) is “ingeniously planned
and impeccably assembled”.

CK-Architecture is a design oriented firm of relatively small size that benefits their clients by
guaranteeing intensive participation of the founding principal in all stages of the work with the
capacity to accomplish the results of much larger firms through strategic alliances developed
during twenty years of practice. It is CK-Architecture’s expressed mission to define architecture
as a vehicle that delivers world-class design solutions that fully satisfy the client’s aspirations and
founded on the beliefs that the attitude, experience and attention brought to each design
challenge is equally important regardless of its scope, and more importantly, that the solution
should be equally satisfying at humanistic, functional, technical and economic levels.

CK-Architecture’s has extensive experience in design within campus contexts during recent
years, including the newly completed Robert H. Timme FAIA Graduate Research Center at the
USC School of Architecture that has been unanimously admired by university stakeholders,
students and architecture faculty alike. Despite the firm’s extensive experience with research
libraries, CK-Architecture has chosen not to specialize in any one specific building type. The firm
has been engaged in numerous projects at pre-design and programming stages and has
successfully assisted fundraising efforts.

At the urban scale, CK-Architecture’s efforts benefit from the multi-cultural experience of
Christoph Kapeller in Europe, Scandinavia, the Middle East and the United States. CK-
Architecture advocates for a multi-disciplinary urban design approach in collaborations including
planners, landscape architects, artists, sustainability engineers and other specialty consultants.
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